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Multilingual Universities and the IOE 
}  A Multilingual University 
}  an international space, 

embracing students’ 
multicultural 
backgrounds; 

}  adopts the medium of 
English for its education 
and research;  

}  establishes educational programmes based around issues of social, 
economic and cultural relevance to the wider international community. 

 (adopted from Hibbert and van der Walt, 2004)    



}  The native languages of the 
students and members of 
staff 

}  The language(s) of 
instruction 

}  The language(s) of the 
university’s administration 

}  The environmental 
language(s) 

}  The language(s) of the 
labour market 

Multilingual Universities and the IOE 
}  A Multilingual University 

(Van Leeuwen, 2004) 



The IOE as a Multilingual University 



The IOE as a Multilingual University 
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My Multicultural Life in London 
}  My Viva Celebration 

Friends of seven 
nationalities 
celebrated my viva 
 
•  Chinese  
•  English 
•  French 
•  Spanish 
•  Greek 
•  Mexican 
•  Korean 
•  Papa New 

Guinean  



My Multicultural Life in London 
}  The IOE Multicultural Extravaganza 

Organizer, stage manager, performer for 
Africa dance, Chinese dance and Indian 
model in the fashion show 



My Multicultural Life in London 
}  Indian Holi Festival of Colours 



My Multicultural Life in London 
}  The Chinese New Year 



My Multicultural Life in London 
}  The Chinese New Year 
Perform Chinese dance 

Teach Chinese 

Learn Taichi 
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The Transformation of My Identity 



}  More open-minded 
}  More confident 
}  More ambitious for my 

career 
}  More willing to share and to 

promote my own culture 

“I am not becoming English – I am just 

more international”  

The Transformation of My Identity 
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}  Scapes: ethnoscape, technoscape, and 
finanscape, mediascapes and ideoscapes  

-  Appadurai (1996)  
�

}  The rise of transnationalism 
}  Multiculturalism and Identity 

}   “intercultural interplay and mingling, a terrain of 
crisscrossing cultural flows, in the process 
generating new combinations and options – in 
relation to political interests, lifestyle choices, and 
economic opportunities” (Pieterse, 2004: 36) 

}  Cultural cosmopolitanism 

�

}  Globalization and Migration 

}  Multiculturalism and Identity 

A Critical Review of EMI at University 
 

(Block, 2006: 1-41) 



}  Critiques:  

Inequalities 
in access 

•  EMI for the elite 

Linguistic 
diversity vs 

monolinguilism 

•  Students’ literacy levels 
•  The efficiency of the programmes 

Social 
stratification  

• Discrimination against students whose English proficiency is 
not high 

•  The elite classes are the ultimate beneficiaries  

A Critical Review of EMI at University 
 



潘琳 

献给我的⺟母亲 

A Critical Review of EMI at University 
 
}  The challenges: academia dominated by English  
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Efforts should be made not only to promote 
EMI but also to augment awareness of, study 
of, and research of other languages, cultural 
and societies. 

}  pay greater attention to students’ needs, 
interests and identities 

}  adopt positions more conducive to 
academic success 

}  inclusive practice  

 (Preece, 2009: 192) �

Reflections: Is a real multilingual 
society utopia?  
}  Multilingual Universities : 

}  More understanding and tolerance  
}  Facilitating mutilingual and multicultural 

practices 

}  Multilingual Society: 



Thank you 

}  L.pan@ioe.ac.uk 


