
ESRC Seminar Series 
 

The Multilingual University: 
The impact of linguistic diversity in higher education in English-dominant and 

English Medium Instructional contexts   
 

Seminar 6: The linguistic landscape in higher education in English-dominant 
and EMI settings: future directions. 

 
UCL Institute of Education, Friday 8th July 2016 & Saturday 9th July 2016 
  
This report presents a summary of the main themes which emerged from the second 
day of sixth seminar in the The Multilingual University series. 
 
Saturday morning sessions (session chair: Siân Preece)  
 
Panel 2 
Widening (linguistic) participation and pedagogy for inclusion: ways forward 
Gillian Lazar (panel convenor, Middlessex University) 
Julio Gimenez (University of Westminster) 
Alexandra Pitt (Middlesex University) 
Victoria Odeniyi, (UCL IOE/ University of Leicester) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
This panel discussed students’ participation in higher education contexts. It also 
explored practices that can empower students to gain access and actively participate 
in an academic and professional discourse. The presenters introduced several case 
studies. Gillian Lazar, the panel convenor, explained that widening participation is 
part of a policy to bring a wider variety of students to universities. She also explained 
that these students bring different linguistic repertoires with them to the classroom 
and this was explored in the case studies presented. 
Victoria Odeniyi presented her ethnographic research project. She has observed 
lessons and interviewed students who are part of the new diasporic movement. 
Victoria presented excerpts from interviews with three women studying in higher 
education in the UK. The participants’ narratives showed that they perceived their 
local languages as a deficit. In spite of their rich linguistic repertoire, they were seen 
through their English mistakes. Victoria suggested that their complex linguistic 
profiles should be seen as one aspect of their profiles in higher education. This 
presenter also said that faculty members could adopt feedback practices oriented to 
be as understanding and useful as possible to these students. 
Alexandra Pitt discussed the need to open the dialogue about the assessment of 
academic English writing. She started by saying that no one is a native speaker of 
academic English, therefore one of the practices she suggested is to ask students 
taking academic English programmes to create a map of how their linguistic skills 



have evolved. She also highlighted the fact that feedback can be seen as an attack 
on identity. According to her, students in higher education need to know what is 
expected from them and why, so that they can make informed decisions on whether 
they want to go through this linguistic shift or not.  
Julio Gimenez discussed the issue of non-native speakers as lecturers in 
multilingual universities in English speaking settings. He suggested how lecturers 
could collaborate with students’ integration in the academic community. He pointed 
out the fact that widening participation of students also means receiving in higher 
education students from different backgrounds, not only recent graduates from 
secondary schools, but also experienced professionals, or mature students. These 
students’ background is reflected in their language experiences as well. 
 
Finally, the speakers in this panel highlighted the need for students to gain access to 
academic resources, to have ownership of academic discourses, and to develop a 
critical approach to academia. 
 
Parallel Papers - Session B (Chair Li Wei) 
Language in Hong Kong higher education: Perspectives on policy and 
practices in a time of transition 
Stephen Evans (Hong Kong Polytechnic University) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
This paper discussed in which contexts English is used at Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University. The presenter discussed students’ perception towards the use of English 
at university, especially taking into consideration globalization and decolonization 
processes. Stephen started his presentation by painting a picture of the current 
context of expansion in the number of EMI universities in Hong Kong. Nowadays, six 
of eight universities in Hong Kong offer classes in English. He then explained that 
previous research had pointed out a gap between language policies and practices in 
higher education. These previous studies suggested that even though the language 
policies encouraged the use of English in higher education, this did not happen in 
practice. In his research, Stephen Evans conducted questionnaires with students and 
campus observations. His results showed that nowadays teachers teach mainly 
through the medium of English, with some use of local languages in seminars and 
outside the classroom. The campus observation revealed that Cantonese was the 
main language used by students to communicate outside class. 
 
Parallel Papers - Session B (Chair Li Wei) 
Normalising minority language usage among young Gaelic-speaking adults in 
Scotland 
Fiona Dunn (University of Glasgow) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Fiona Dunn presented the Gaelic residency Scheme for Gaelic speaking students at 
the University of Glasgow, Taigh na Gàidhlig. Through this project, Gaelic speaking 
students have an opportunity to use language beyond the academic context. It also 
encouraged students to engage in social activities through the medium of Gaelic. 



This project reflects the value, necessity and impact of language normalisation 
initiatives in the lives of Gaelic speaking students. Students who participated in the 
project through the years of 2014 - 2015 completed a questionnaire about the project. 
Students’ answers suggest that without the scheme they would not have 
opportunities to practice Gaelic in the university context. Students also said that the 
project raised awareness of the language even for non-speakers of Gaelic. Fiona 
concluded saying that the scheme had the potential to be more than it is now with 
more support from the university, especially from lecturers. She also stated that it is 
important to continue and spread projects like this one, since they add value to a 
minority language. 
 
Parallel Papers - Session A (Adrian Blackledge) 
Deepening aims of EAP:  Supporting dynamic and complex bilingual 
competence needed for academic success in higher education 
Bruce Russell (New College, University of Toronto)  
Saskia Stille (Simon Fraser University) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
This presentation examined the impact of an in-sessional EAP programme at a 
Canadian university on students’ success. The programme lasted for 24 weeks, 
offering EAP classes using a CLIL model. Therefore, it merged the teaching of 
language and content in the disciplines. A survey was conducted with past students 
of this course. This showed that students who had taken the EAP classes performed 
“adequate” or “better” in their content classes. Furthermore, students who had 
participated in the programme were more engaged with their courses and academic 
activities. Bruce Russell and Saskia Stille say that academic success is not only 
about language proficiency, but also students’ engagement with academic activities, 
and by adopting a CLIL methodology students have the opportunity to engage with 
academic life and perform better. 
 
Keynote speaker 
Higher Education in the Basque Country: Revitalization and 
Internationalisation  
Jason Cenoz (University of the Basque Country UPV/EHU)  
Durk Gorter (University of the Basque Country UPV/EHU & IKERBASQUE – Basque 
Foundation for Science) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Jason Cenoz and Durk Gorter presented their research on revitalisation and 
internationalisation in the context of higher education in the Basque country. There 
are two main languages in the Basque country: Spanish and Basque. However, the 
University of the Basque Country also offers EMI courses. Hence, there are three 
languages being used as a medium of instruction at this university. In this keynote 
talk, the speakers referred to the increase number of Basque speakers due to 
language policies boosting the teaching of Basque in regular schools. They also 
stated that, at university, students have the right to choose between Spanish and 
Basque to fulfil coursework requirements. In addition, they presented two case 



studies regarding the use of English, Spanish and Basque in university contexts. The 
first one was a university EMI course in which students could use any of the three 
languages and they chose to use Spanish (50%) followed by Basque (40%) and 
English (10%). The second case study revealed that public speeches given at 
university used a mix of English, Spanish and Basque without translations. The 
keynote speakers concluded by saying that the public spheres are moving away from 
direct translation and that the higher education system is trying to create spaces in 
which Basque is needed.  
 
Seminar discussion 
___________________________________________________________________ 
The seminar series investigators presented their final remarks regarding the topics 
put forward by papers presented during the series, the following topics summarize 
their main points. 
● There has been a great change in the world since the first seminar, especially 

regarding people speaking foreign languages in the UK becoming victims of 
hate crimes. It is the duty of universities to encourage multilingualism and 
raise awareness of language diversity. 

● The seminar series has touched on different topics: EAP, language minorities, 
translanguaging, etc, but the main advantage of this seminar series was to 
provide a space in which researchers listened to each other and tried to 
understand the different points of view on multilingualism and EMI. 

● In order to take this discussion further, researchers need to make their data 
and findings more accessible to other fields of study. 

● For researchers outside the UK, there is the need to further investigate EMI in 
universities in the non Anglophone world; to understand the language policies; 
and who the EMI instructors in this context are and what kind of training they 
receive. 

● The potential of multilingualism has not yet received widespread recognition in 
the university sector 

● From this seminar series, we learned that we need to be critical of 
internationalisation and widening participation discourses. 

● The multilingual university and researchers on this topic need to make sure 
that they are not reinforcing inequalities when investigating and promoting 
multilingualism in the sector.  

 
Questions for future research 

- Focus on actual practices: describe EMI practices in higher education. 
- Focus on staff and their multilingual practices. 
- Hear from monolingual students in the UK 
- Investigate how refugees are being inserted in higher education. 

 
Larissa Goulart da Silva, doctoral student, University of Warwick 
 


